17th October, 1947.

I am conscious of the honour of being allowed to
address this assembly on an historic occasion. Oour
brethren of Godson Lodge, more than 50 years ago, had vision.
They saw "the light", and determined to assist others, Lotk
then and in the future, to find that same light, by eutob-
lishing the Godson Chapter. Not one of the petiticioers
remalns with us today, but fortunately there are 2 ‘e of
the earlier exaltees, who may now be regarded as i1 old men
who dream dreams. This paper is intended to cssist in the
stimulation of those dreams.

Usually, any attempt to survey briefly the .ictory
of a lodge or a chapter, after a period >f 50 yaurc or more,
becomes a recital of names known to tui fow livinz persons
of another generation. My attempt =holl be to provide at
least a few items of general intere.t and tw 2lothe what
might be regarded as a skeleton o/ Zry bornes with a little
flesh.

The consecration cer mc=ny too¢ place at the Talbot
Hotel, Oldbury, on Tuesday, 2Cc¢h Ju'(r 1897 at 3 p.m.,
and it will be observed ti:at thils was in the Diamond Jubilee
year of the late Queen Vl!ctoria. secured to one of the
fly-leaves of our firs: minut- Yook is a printed programme
of Masonic celebrations and re oicings in the Albert Hall,
London, on the 1l4%l .June, ..97.

A smal. wvemento »f our consecration, now in the
possession of the Chart.», is the founder's jewel worn by
the late Ex. “empanjion ILarry Richardson, the first Scribe E.,
who was kind enough to hand it to me at the time that he
attended the modest celebrations of the Jubilee of Godson
Lodge, 121941, ~t which he was amongst the first batch of
initictes. Tie vas appointed organist on the night of his
injt.avior, 2nil remained an officer throughout the long

zoiol of his membership.



The ceremony of consecratlon was performed by the
M.Z. Comp. A. F. Godson, Master of Arts, Member of Parlia-
ment, Grand Superintendent of Worcestershire, assisted uv

Ex., Comps. W. Waldron as H.
W. T, Page as J.
A. B. Rowe as N.

and G. B. Buttery as D.C.

(many of us will remember with some pleasur: 't deligotful
0ld gentleman, Ex. Comp. Page, as Deputy Prov Grand wrster).

The three principals designate “re.,<

BEx. Comps. Enoch Wood, ME.Z.
G. B. Butcery, s
and Comp. Herbert Mar.ley, Te

Another memento of the dute of che consecration is
a copy of the menu and toarc iIst urea after the ceremony,
and now safely secured to a fly-lect ~t the front of our
first minute book. I fourd it avongst the papers left
behind by our late Traisurer, ¥, Comp. W.T. Davies, my
immediate predecessor in that . ffice. The toast 1list
used today is much the same zenerally as 50 years ago; -
but not so the nmnu. Ther o were glants in the land 1In
those days, (huwry glan®s and no Mr. Strachey) and perhaps
they worked very nard, . hus needing much to maintain their
health and sirength. Tetalls of the menu may be worth
recording, n.mely :-

Llear turtle soup
furbot and prawn sauce

Whitapvait Lobster cutlets
Stewed kidneys and mushrooms
Roust Lamb Roast ducks
Rriled chickens York ham
Royal arch pudding
Jellies Creams
Devilled shrimps Cheese straws
Dessert . :

Coffee



Attached to the first fly-leaf of the first minute
book is an account rendered by Spencer & Co. (established
before 1800), 15, Great Queen Street, London w.C., for
robes, sceptres, banners, collars, furniture, jewels, ceoas,
etc., with hire of consecrating vessels. After an 22 .iow-
ance of 20% cash discount, the total is £70. 7. 10, ard the
recelipt 1s over a penny stamp. What would be the cost
today? Probably as much as £300 or more.

The minutes of the consecration are Telly full 2nd
clear, in the handwriting of Comp. Harry Richardson, who
was then Surveyor to the Urban District Coureil of M.dbury.
The 1list of petitioners includes many wcCll-<nova. names :-

A, P, Godson William H. Kerdriek 5. J. Sadler
Enoch Wood William R. Tiepton W, F. Vernon
Abraham Green Fred Riche~ds 4. L. North

Geo. B. Buttery W. T. Deviec John E. Mitchell
J. H. H. Manley Harry mickardson W. F. Smallmen
William H. Richardson T. R Bouser C. H. Sharpe

William Waldron

llany of these petitione:*s were mcwmbers of the Royal Standard
Chapter of Dudley, No. 43d. Tiey include one M.P.,

four solicitors, fovr surgec:s, three brewers, two brick-
masters and two er»chltects.

These minuces ewoly in full a copy of the petition;
and copy of a vesolutiorn passed by Godson Lodge on 27th
November, 16ul giving consent to the petition and signed by

J. horbert H. Manley, WM,
Jceh:r Round S.W,
and W, H, Kendrick J.w,

Th's ic dated 31lst March, 1897.



This certificate follows, namely :
Recommended by

A. P, Godson, P.G.A.S. Eng.
Grand Superitendent for Worcestershira.

This 1s dated 14th April, 1897.

There follows in the minute book a 101l copy of che
charter given at London, 5th May, 1897.

The appointment of officers wac ¢s Ifolluws 2~

Ex Comp. Enoch Wood 4.
¢ " . B. Butterv H.
" H. Manley J.
"  H. Richarosoa S.E.
" F. Richards S.N.
" T. R. Rozser Treas.
" W, ¥. Kaindricl B.S.
" W. 7. Davi23s 1st Asst, S.
" A, T.. Ncokn 2nd Asst. S.
" " W, H. Ricrardson D.C.
" W, F.-Jvernon Steward
v S. T. Sadler "

Among the candidaves p.rposed on this occasion we find the
names of

Char!es 3howell (brewer)
Jorneni. Matthews (brickmaster)
K. 4., Ludlow (brewer)

I ¢camot Slrd that bro. Ludlow passed through the ceremony
a1y exal*ation at any date.



The minutes of the consecration and of the first
convocation of 20th July, 1897 were never signed,
although according to the minutes of the third convocatin,
held on 25th October, 1897,

"the minutes of the last convocation held 10th Auevst,
"and those of the consecration of the Chapter, %cld on
"20th July, 1897 ..... were duly confirmed auc signed."

The minutes of the second convocation also r=u:iin unsi-ned.

For quite a long time the mipmues record zeremonies
as being "impressively" performed. Leter ou, this qualifi-
cation is varied, but subsequently s omitted altogether.

The third convocatiuon records tue reception of more
names of candidates well 'mowa to many of us, such as

Bros, James P, Moor< (Theatres)
Waltie 1. Hana (Collieries)
21lirva G. Sglow (Bricks)

T omas Jonos (Rates)

Ragar Webster (Bricks)

vohn Tieond Painter)
Adam Co~oke Gas manager)

Ex.Comp. Lanid becrme »ur first Grand Chapter officer and
was the c¢n) meriier to occupy twice the chair of first
princina. of this Chapter.

Ou vhis occasion Ex. Comp. George Salter (Springs -
Wesat Broumwich) was accepted as a joining member; and no less
tian six ~radidates, including Bros. Walter H. Hand and
alfred G. Uglow, were exalted. Thanks are recorded to
Comp. Charles Showell "for his munificent present of the new
furniture to the Chapter", and to Ex. Comp. Enoch Wood for
his gift of an organ.



At the fourth convocation, held 14th January, 1898,
bros. J. P. Moore, Edgar Webster, John Round, and Adam Cooke,
were exalted; and the original bye-laws were read and epproved.

The summons to the sixth convocation for &t July, 1898,
is in black ink instead of being in red ink as uanal. This was
the day of the installation, and Comp. T. B. Powser, the first
Treasurer, and also Treasurer-elect, had nasceu away He was
a solicitor practising in Oldbury, a founce. of thes “napter,
and a very popular man. Companion W. F. Vernon |sclicitor)
was appointed Treasurer. Companion W ~I. Dew’e. was appointed
Scribe E,

The minutes of the sevnti convocation held on 14th
October, 1898, make the firsc referenca co the M.E. Grand
Superitendent as Sir A. F. Gudson. Pe was present and occu-
pled the first priIncipal’s chair ©s» a time. On this occasion
Bro. William Morgan (printurs! muncger) was elected and exalted.
(Ile is said to be the vathor .f +tiaat amusing Black Country book
"ower Anuk"). He ws inve:tc<a as organist at the next
convocation - the e’ghth,; on 13th January, 1899.

Tre ninth corvovation, held 14th April, 1899, saw the
election ani exaltation of Bro. John Dallow (builcder) of
Noah's A"k Lodge - His name is well meintained in our Chapter
today oy sons &nd grandsons, and his memory remains green.

The tenth convocation, held 14th July, 1899, dealt with
tae instellation of Principals, end virtually nothing more.

In the minutes of the eleventh convocation, held 13th
October, 1899, (which was followed by the Provincial Grand
Chapter, meeting under our Godson banner) 1is to be found






invested. It was at this meeting that the dates of future
meetings were approved as on the second Fridays of October

(installation), December, February, and April. There has

since been no change.

Comp. W. T. Davies was installed as J. at the Sixteenth
convocation, held on 1llth January, 1901, but the wfm:tes,
although recorded on 12th April as "read, confirm(d, end
signed” actually have never been so signed.

The summons to the seventeenth counvocation. on 12th
April, 1901, was printed in purple aid hlack, masonic mourning
havirg been ordered because of the rasuing of her late
Majesty, Queen Victorisa.

Our first minute boo.s shews vx.ernal signs of having
been in a fire, and of havizg receivel a supply of water;
but very fortunately the whuie of the contents remain
perfectly legible.

I believe that ozr nresent oldest member is Ex. Comp.
T. Z. Waring, +ho was exrnlved on 8th October, 1909. The
minute book 7. 1ecording the 50th convocation, says that
the ceremorv "was cair'ed through in a most interesting and
impressive monner". . Ex. Comp. Waring became our third
Grand Chapter ofifcer (P.G.A.D.C.) in 1942.

At the 55th convocation, on 9th December, 1910,
Lee, R, M, Hadley was exalted "in a most impressive manner"
by K.E. Comp. W. H. Hand, Z., Ex. Comp. H. Richardson, H.
and Ex. Comp. T. Jones, J; and now he is our second member
to become a Grand Chapter Officer (P.G.A.D.C.), in 1941,
and he has sttained to high rank in certain other degrees.
He is our second oldest member.

C. T. BARLOW.
P.P.G.SoJ.
Godson Chapter Bo. 2385.



